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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCIPLINE «HISTORICAL SOURCES IN THE SYSTEM OF HUMANITARIAN KNOWLEDGE»

The discipline "Historical source in the system of modern humanitarian knowledge" generalizes the postgraduate students’ views of the phenomenon of a historical source and its historical belongs. The discipline is aimed for an in-depth study of the source material (main varieties of sources) through a prism of such categories as "document form", "types of narrative", "representativeness of the source". 
As a result of the discipline learning, the postgraduate student must know the principles of theory and methodology of source studies, be able to choose and apply methods of analyzing historical sources, to connect the problems of historical research with its analysis, to know the categorical apparatus of source studies.
1.2. Language of the program implementation – Russian.
1.3 Anticipated results of the program implementation  

As a result of the discipline learning, the postgraduate student has to:
Know: 
- Main stages of national and foreign history development;
- Modern concepts of national and foreign historiography;
- Methods of scientific research in the field of national history.

Be capable to: 

- determine the belongs of specific historiographical theories to certain areas of national and foreign historiography;
- analyze specifiс events of Russian history in line with modern concepts of national and foreign historiography;
- to create new methods and techniques of scientific research in the field of national history based on modern historiographical approaches.

Demonstrate skills and experience in the following activities:  

- technique of historiographical and source analysis;
- skills in approbation of new methods of research activities in the field of national history based on modern historiographic approaches.

2. DISCIPLINE CONTENT
	Code of section, topic
	Discipline section,

 topic
	Content

	Р.1
	Modern approaches to the study of historical sources
	The impact of the anthropological turn and postmodern on historical science. "Intellectual challenges" of the postmodern era. The problem of interpretation of source information and socio-historical context. The interpretation problem of source information and socio-historical context. Modern concepts of philosophical hermeneutics, linguistic theory, discourse and methodological base of historical science. The relation between text and reality. Subject-object correlation of knowledge. Development of historical comparative studies. Text analysis: information approach. Cognitive Information theory.
Application of information analysis in historical research.
Hermeneutic theory of interpretation. Structural semantic interpretation. Information theory in the context of the methodology of source study. Information inexhaustibility of historical source. Synthesis of information theory and theory of classical source study. Reality as an information resource. Turn Thoughts Into Things phenomenon. The concept of "activity" as a key factor in the historical process. Intellectual creation. Information resource in the context of human thinking, social and cognitive activity. 

	Р. 2
	Problems of source study of Russian history
	Characteristics and stages of the historiographic revolution. Anthropological turn in the study of history. Experience micro-historical research. Approaches and methods of research of social history of Russia.
Sociocultural approach and gender history. Gender studies in Russian historiography.
Modern approaches to historical sources study. Characteristics of historiographical analysis in historiographical research. Published and unpublished sources. The archaeological characteristics of publication sources.
Professional source approach. The practice of publishing archival documents in the Modern Age.  Historical-oriented information resources.


3. Exemplary list of test questions

1. Cognitive information theory By O. M. Medushevskaya.
2. Types and of historical sources.

3. "Ego-documents" in the practice of socio-cultural research.
4. Text and reality: the problem of source interpretation.
5. Synthesis of information theory and theory of classical source studies.
6. Historical sources in the intellectual contexts of the XX – XXI centuries.
7. Information analysis in historical research.

8. Historiographical source.

9. Micro-historical research.
10. Problem-oriented information resources.

3.1 List of exemplary questions for the pass-fail exam 

1. "Intellectual challenges" of the postmodern era.
2. Modern concepts of philosophical hermeneutics and methodological base of historical science.
3. Cognitive information theory.
4. Information approach.

5. Historical texts and modern concepts of language theory.
6. Textual analysis in discursive practices.
7. Gender studies in Russian historiography in the context of the source approach.
8. The practice of publishing archival documents in the Modern Age.

9. Structuralism vs individualism.

10. Positivism vs postmodernism in source-study approaches.

11. A computer vs a classical source study.

12. "Life cycle" of the archival document of the Soviet era.
13. The problem of increasing the informative impact of the source.

14. Information theory in the context of the methodology of source studies.
15. Concept, characteristics and main stages of the historiographical revolution.
16. Research approaches and methods of social history of Russia.
17. Problems of implicating historical sources of the Soviet period in historical practice. 

18. Electronic resources.

19. Historically-oriented information resources.

20. Interdisciplinary approaches in historical science.

4. METHODOLOGICAL And INFORMATYION SUPPORT OF THE DISCIPLINE
4.1 Data bases, information and reference and search systems
1. ISI Web of Knowledge (WOK) http://sub3.webofknowledge.com
2. Oxford University Press: http://www.oxfordjournals.org/
3. ProQuest Digital Dissertations and Theses (PQDT) ProQuest: http://search.proquest.com/
4. Scopus: http://www.scopus.com/
5. Russian archive facility: http://www.rusarchives.ru/
6. 6. Institute of Scientific Information for Social Sciences data basis: http://www.inion.ru/index6.php
7. National British Library: http://www.bl.uk
8. World Digital Library (WDL): http://www.wdl.org/ru/
9. The state public historical library of Russia: http://www.shpl.ru/
10. The European Library: http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
11. Scientific Electronic Library eLibrary.ru: http://www.elibrary.ru/ 
12. National library of France: http://www.bnf.fr/
13. SciVerse platform: http://www.sciencedirect.com/
14. The presidential library named after B. N. Yeltsin:: http://www.prlib.ru/
15. Russian State Library: http://www.rsl.ru/
16. National Library of Russia: http://www.nlr.ru/
17. Digital Dissertation Library: http://diss.rsl.ru
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