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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCIPLINE «RUSSIAN HISTORY» 

1.1 Annotation of the discipline content 
The course is aimed for post-graduate students to study the history of Russia early IX– and XXI centuries as a study of general trends in the development of society and the state, formation of the system of power and the development of social movement. Another goal for post-graduate students' is to form a viewpoint of the Russian historical development. Much attention is given to the phenomen of autocracy, serfdom, modernization etc. As a result of the discipline learning, the postgraduate student must to know the stages of historical development of Russian society, the development of the powerful institutions in the comparison with institutions of Western European and Asian States. Postgraduate student has to apply knowledge to actual scientific research. 
1.2. Language of the program implementation – Russian.
1.3 Anticipated results of the program implementation  

As a result of the discipline learning, the postgraduate student has to:
Know: 

- fundamental bases of development of domestic and foreign history;
- modern concepts of national and foreign historiography;
- methods and techniques of research activities in the field of national history;
- modern teaching methods and programs of historical higher education.
Be capable to:

-  apply in research work the knowledge gained in source studies and historiography of national history;
- present scientific findings on the topic of dissertation in the form of publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals;
- analyze specific events of Russian history in line with modern concepts of Russian and foreign historiography;

- to create new methods of scientific research in the field of national history based on modern historiographical approaches;
- to create new methods of teaching according to the programs of historical higher education.

Demonstrate skills and experience in the following activities:  

- skills of historiographical and source analysis of specific events of national history;
- skills of planning, preparing, conducting scientific research;

- skills of compiling and submitting the competitive applications of research projects in the field of National history;

- skills of historiographical and source analysis;
- skills of approbation new methods and techniques of research activities in the field of national history based on modern historiographical approaches;
- skills of approbation new teaching methods in the field of historical higher education.
2. DISCIPLINE CONTENT
	Code of section, topic
	Discipline section,

 topic
	Content

	Р1
	Problems of the history of Russia from ancient times to the XIX century.
	Origins of the of statehood in the Eastern Slavs The Tale of Bygone Years. The dispute between Normanists and Antinormanists. The controversy over the origin of the Ancient Rus and Varangians role in the origin of the early state of Ancient Rus. Antinfortunistica focus of Soviet historiography 30 — 70-ies of XX century. The So-Called Varangian-Russian Problem in modern historiography. Evolution of the views on socio-political structure of Kievan Rus in the historiography of the XIX — XX centuries. The study of Ethno-Social Peculiarities, the development of cities and trade, management, judiciary, diplomacy, manifestations of social protest, etc. in the contemporary Russian historiography. Feudalism in the estimation of European historical science. Theory of feudalism in Ancient Rus from the Works of N. P. Pavlov-Silvansky. The Marxist-Leninist doctrine of socioeconomic formations vs «urban theory» of Kluchevskiy. Feudal relations in Ancient Rus as a consequence of the crisis due to the slump in trade in the twelfth century. The Problem of Slavery. Development of feudal relations in Ancient Rus. Feudal land tenure. Social structure of feudal society in Soviet and modern Russian historiography. political fragmentation in Ancient Rus. The theory of inheritance, Patrimonial theory of the origin of the state, Federal Theory. The role of economic factor. The Fragmentation & Decline of Kievan Rus. The Fragmentation of Kievan Rus as a result of downturn passionarity in accordance to Lev Gumilev’s passionary theory ethnogenes. Modern national historiography about periodization and historical consequences of fragmentation, about the main types of social, political and economic development of the state formations after The Fragmentation of Kievan Rus. Paganism of the Eastern Slavs and its influence on the formation of ancient Russian culture. The Christianization of Kievan Rus and the origins of Christianity (Greek, West Slavic, Bulgarian). The concept of Russian-Byzantine cultural symbiosis and its criticism.
Cultural ties of Rus with other countries. Study of arts and architecture. The question of the origin and development of writing system in Rus. Research in the field of literature, scientific knowledge, life of Ancient Rus. The study of folklore and literature of Ancient Rus in the national historiography. Mythological and historical schools. Cultural and historical school in the field of literary studies. Hypothesis on the origin of The Lay of Igor's Campaign. Role of the Ancient Rus culture in the context of world historical and cultural processes. Mongol invasion of Rus' in the scientific literature. The Effects of the Mongol Empire on Rus. Developing independence of the Rus lands from Mongol rule. Understanding the place and role of the Moscow state in the works of Russian scribes XV — XVII centuries. The rise and fall of the Rus autocracy. The problem of "agrarian revolution" in the XIV century. United Russia. Gathering of the Russian lands. Socio-economic and political history of Russia during the unification period. Ivan the Terrible. The Oprichnina of Ivan the Terrible. General characteristics of development of Rus in the XVI century. Estate-representative monarchy. The heresy and the problem of the Russian reformation. Transition from feudalism to capitalism in Russia: a look at the processes that took place in the XVII century. Splitting of the Russian Orthodox Church. Main trends in the development of Russian culture and social thought in the XVII century. Time of Troubles: Smuta. The Europeanization of Russia. Libraries. School and education. Geographical discovery. Era of Peter I as a turning point in the cultural development of Russia. The strengthening of Secularism. 

Russian absolutism. Enlightened absolutism. The main directions of foreign policy of Russia in the end of XVII century and North war. Directions of Russia's foreign policy in the post-Peter's period. Russia in the system of European States and political unions. The reasons for Russia's involvement in the European conflict in the middle of the XVIII century.

Russia's foreign policy in the Catherine era: the main directions, goals and results. Patriotic War of 1812. Problems of post-war structure of Europe and the role of Russia. The age of the European revolution. Russia and the Eastern question. The Crimean War. The Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism in Russia. The Industrial Revolution in Russia. the level of socio-economic development of Russia of the end XVIII — first half XIX century. Liberal reforms of Alexander I. Decembrist uprising: historical significance. Nineteenth-Century Russian Liberalism. Evaluation of foreign policy of Alexander III. Nikolai II. Russian-Japanese War. 1905 Revolution. Abdication (1917). February Revolution.



	Р2
	Problems of 20th century Russian history.
	Classification of political parties of the Russian multiparty system. Fate of Revolutionary Democratic Rule. Anti-Bolshevik campaign. Bolshevik takeover. Russian Civil War: Causes, Outcome, and Effects. The establishment of Soviet power. The “triumphal march” of soviet power. 
The Transition from War Communism to the New Economic Policy. Monetary Reform In Russia. Society and Culture of the Early Soviet Russia. Polish–Soviet War. ‎Causes of the Polish–Soviet War.
Leadership Struggle in the Communist party. Lenin’s fall and death 1924. Stalin assumed leadership over the country. centralized command economy. The Five-Year Plan system. 

The country underwent collectivisation and rapid industrialization. Industrialization as a factor of modernization, the Soviet modernization. Industrialization of Russia: Internal and External Factors. Political regime in the 30s years of the 20 century. The Soviet Union: A totalitarian society. Features of communist totalitarianism. The Soviet nomenclature. Stalin's Use of Personal Power. Dictatorship of the proletariat. ‎Foreign Policy of the Soviet Union. A new course for Soviet diplomacy. Soviet-American relations. USSR joins the League of Nations. Franco-Soviet Treaty of Mutual Assistance. Establishment of diplomatic relations with European and Asian States. Sino-Soviet relations. Germany–Russia relations in 20s years of the 20 century. Treaty of Rapallo (1922).
Foreign policy of the USSR on the eve of The Great Patriotic war. German–Soviet Axis talks. Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union. the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945). Resource mobilization for World War II. The Evolution of Stalin's Foreign Policy during Word War II. Anti-Hitlerite coalition. A radical turning point in the Great Patriotic War. Defeat and Hitler's death. The Soviet Economy after the World War II. Return to the pre-war model of economic development.
Demographic Consequences of World War II. The Postwar Population of the Soviet Union. Social, moral and psychological consequences of the war for the Soviet Union. Post War total control over society. 'The Death of Stalin': Postmortem Power Struggle. Khrushchev begins his rise to power. Khrushchev Thaw. Economic and political liberalizations. Real developed socialism. The Gorbachev era: perestroika and glasnost.
Dissolution of the Soviet Union. Transition to market economy. Russia’s Path to Federalism and Democracy. The constitutional crisis. New political parties. The spread of mass culture. Development of a new Russian foreign policy. Yeltsin's Epoch.



3 Exemplary list of test questions. 
1. The emergence and development of academic and University science historic dispute Normanists and antinormanists.
2. Feudalism in the evaluation of European historical science.
3. Political fragmentation in Rus.

4. Paganism of the Eastern Slavs and its influence on the formation of ancient Russian culture.
5. Understanding the place and role of the Moscow state.

6. General characteristics of development of Russia in the XVI century in pre-revolutionary historical science.
7. Discussion on the transition from feudalism to capitalism in Russia.
8. Russian historiography on the main trends in the development of Russian culture and social thought in the XVII century.
9. The era of Peter I as a turning point in the cultural development of Russia.
10. Discussion about the Russian absolutism.
3.1 List of exemplary questions for the pass-fail exam 
1. The origin of the ancient Russian statehood and social structure of Kievan Rus.
2. The problem of formation and development of feudal relations in Russia. 

3. State-political development of Russia in the XII-XIII centuries.
4. The culture of pre-Mongol Rus': historiographical aspect.
5. Ancient Russia.

6. The process of the formation of the Russian centralized state.

7. Alternatives and realities of Russia's development in the XVI century.
8. Russian culture and social thought of the XIV—XVI centuries.

9. Russia in the XVII century.

10. Culture and social ideas in Russia XVII — first quarter of XVIII century.

11. Reforms in Russia XVIII century.
12. The main directions of the foreign policy of Russia in the XVIII — first half XIX.

13. Problems of socio-economic development of Russia in the second half of XVIII — first half of XIX century.
14. The main directions of the social-political movement in Russia in the late XVIII — first half XIX century.

15. Reforms of 60 — 90s of XIX century in the process of modernization. 

16. Problems of socio-economic development of post-reform Russia.

18. Problems of social and political movements in Russia in the second half of XIX— early XX century. 

19. Development of Russian culture in the second half of XIX-early XX century.

20. Modernization of Russia in the late XIX-early XX century.

21. Historiographical problems of Russia's participation in the First World war.

22. Russian revolution of 1917. 

23. Civil war in Russia.

24. The Soviet state during the new economic policy.

25. The USSR on the stage of the forced construction of socialism. 

26. National-state construction and education of the USSR in 1917-1930s.

27. Foreign policy of the Soviet state in the period between world wars.

28. Policy of the Soviet state.

29. USSR in World war II (1939-1945).

30. The USSR in the post-war period.

31. The transformation of the USSR in 1953 -1964.
32. Destalinization in The Soviet Union.
33. Crisis and the collapse of the Soviet Union.

34. Russia at a turning point.

4. METHODOLOGICAL And INFORMATYION SUPPORT OF THE DISCIPLINE
4.1. Data bases, information and reference and search systems

1. ISI Web of Knowledge (WOK) http://sub3.webofknowledge.com
2.Oxford University Press: http://www.oxfordjournals.org/
3. ProQuest Digital Dissertations and Theses (PQDT) 
4. Scopus: http://www.scopus.com/
5. Russian archive facility: http://www.rusarchives.ru/
6. Institute of Scientific Information for Social Sciences data basis: http://www.inion.ru/index6.php
7. National British Library: http://www.bl.uk
8. World Digital Library (WDL): http://www.wdl.org/ru/
9. The state public historical library of Russia: http://www.shpl.ru/
10. The European Library:  http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
11. Scientific Electronic Library eLibrary.ru: http://www.elibrary.ru/ 
12. The presidential library named after B. N. Yeltsin:: http://www.prlib.ru/
13. Russian State Library: http://www.rsl.ru/
14. National Library of Russia: http://www.nlr.ru/
15. Digital Dissertation Library: http://diss.rsl.ru
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